
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

 
You may recall that today’s gospel reading is the same one read for the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8th.  My 
homily for that day was for us to consider Mary’s “Yes” to the Angel Gabriel, 
which I then connected to the “Yes” spoken by Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  I went on to note that WE, as children of God, are also called 
to respond to God with our own “Yes”, to His commandments, to the words 
and teachings of the Son of God, Jesus, and to the workings of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives. 
 
I don’t believe Mary’s reaction was any different from how we might react to 
a similar situation.  Whoa, what’s happening? Who’s this, as we take a step 
or two back to evaluate the situation and maybe look for an escape route.  
But wouldn’t the AWE of the moment also make us a bit curious to make us 
pause and say, “Tell me more.” 
 
Throughout Church history Mary has been given many names, a couple of 
which are “Arc of the Covenant” and “Tabernacle of the Most High”, both 
referring to her as the vessel which carried Jesus, God, within her.  Clean, 
unblemished, pure of heart, faithful to the word of God, one most worthy to 
carry our Lord within her. 
 
And yet, even with all our faults, we TOO are called to be tabernacles of the 
Lord in our reception of Holy Communion.  We are offered Jesus in the form 
of bread and wine, consecrated into the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Jesus, with the words, “The Body of Christ”, and we reply “Amen”, I believe.   
 
This is OUR “Yes” to God.  This is our acceptance to allow Jesus into our lives.  
This is our acceptance to carry Jesus within US, to become tabernacles of the 
Lord.  Even if we aren’t the purest of vessels, in our sincereness to be closer 
to Jesus, to be more like him in our daily lives, to try to be better followers 
of his words, it is he who makes us worthy in the end. 
 
King David, when the warring had ceased and he and the Hebrew Nation 
could finally settle down, wanted to build a more fitting place for God to 



reside.  Foolish man.  Foolish mankind.  We raise temples and cathedrals to 
the glory and honor of God, not so much that He may rest there – even Jesus, 
when asked where he is staying, said “I have no place to rest my head” – but 
that the faithful have places in which to gather to worship in common prayer 
and devotions, a place to which we invite God to be with us, the same as we 
pray our Advent prayer – “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 
This Advent season, soon coming to its end, may have been our time of 
waiting for the Lord to come, though our waiting should not have been time 
of idle waiting, like sitting around waiting for an appointment.  It should be 
time taken to prepare ourselves for his coming, his coming INTO US, through 
prayer and the reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   
 
There’s still time to sweep our hearts clean and make of ourselves fitting 
temples for the Lord.  There’s ALWAYS time to turn to the Lord, until there’s 
not.  “Do not be afraid, for YOU have found favor with God.”  Let our AMEN 
be our YES to God. 


